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William Horace Floyd Roberts was born in November of 1884 at Charters Towers Queensland, his parents were John and Mary Ann Roberts.  William was educated at the Charters Tower Central School.  He married Ethel Rose Roberts and was living at their property named ‘One Mile’ near Gympie.  They conceived a daughter Gladys Thelma Roberts.  William was working as an engine driver before he enlisted in the Australian Imperial Forces (AIF) on the 15th of January 1915.  William was 30 years old when he enlisted.  He was 5 feet 7inches (170 cm) in height and weighed 158 lbs (72 Kilos) with fair complexion, brown eyes and brown hair.  Private Roberts was earning five shillings per day.  Sometime after William enlisted in the AIF, Ethel moved to Brisbane and lived at the following addresses: 24 Little Edward Street Spring Hill Brisbane, James Street New Farm (William’s parents’ house) and the War Service Home 7 Ellis Street Coorparoo Brisbane.   

Private William Roberts, service number 1634, joined the 3rd reinforcements of the 9th Infantry Battalion of the 3rd Brigade, 1st Infantry Division based at Enoggera in Brisbane.  The 9th Battalion was among the first infantry units raised for the AIF during the First World War. It was the first battalion recruited in Queensland, and with the 10th, 11th and 12th Battalions it formed the 3rd Brigade.

The structure of the I ANZAC Corps at the Western Front is shown above
After one month of training at Enoggera, the 3rd reinforcements of the 9th Infantry Battalion embarked on the HMAT (His Majesty’s Australian Transport) Seang Choon (A49) which left Brisbane on the 13th of February 1915, bound for Egypt.  Private Roberts joined the 9th Battalion AIF at Gallipoli on the 5th of May 1915.  The battalion was suffering continuous shelling from the enemy on that day so the order of the day was to repair the trenches.  One hundred reinforcements arrived on 7th of May which brought the battalion strength (number of personnel) up to 630 and it was reported that there was plenty of rations but water was scarce.  Continual shelling from the enemy on the 8th resulted in six killed and seven wounded.  By the 18th, the Turkish reinforcements flowed into the area which resulted in an attack the following day.  This set the scene for most of May.  By the 24th, an armistice was reached from 7.30am to 4.30pm for the burial of the dead.  

The fight for Lone Pine was intended as a ‘demonstration’ to mask the true intent of the Allies' August Offensive with the aim of holding Turkish forces in the vicinity of Lone Pine while the main effort focussed on securing the Sari Bair range.  Without Sari Bair the Allies could not contemplate the thrust they needed across the Peninsula aimed at breaking the deadlock that had defined the battlefield since late May 1915.

[image: H02243] Brisbane, QLD. C. 1915.  Troopship SEANG CHOON (A49) shortly after leaving Pinkenba wharf.  This ship was torpedoed and sunk off the Irish coast, near Fastnet on 1917-07-10.   Source: Aust. War Memorial


The 1st Division was tasked with the Lone Pine mission.  On the 6th of August, the 1st Division was deployed such that the 2nd and 3rd Brigades held the left and right flanks respectively while the 1st Brigade attacked in the centre with three Battalions forward and one (the 1st Battalion) as the Brigade Reserve.  Artillery and naval gunfire preparation began in the late afternoon.  At 5.30pm, it stopped and the three forward battalions hit the Turkish positions immediately the barrage was lifted, having moved forward in saps or trenches thrown out towards the Ottoman positions.  The Reserve, the 1st Battalion, was quickly drawn into to the fight.

They confronted well prepared positions with overhead cover.  Some men broke through the roof of the trenches while others ran on into communications trenches behind.  Despite a continuous stream of casualties, the Australians quickly captured the forward trenches.  With the element of surprise in their favour, they had quickly made the ground while the Ottomans were still recovering from the effects of the preparatory naval and artillery fire.  Troops racing to the rear had got to the rim of a depression known as "The Cup" but from there, the Ottomans quickly regrouped and began the ferocious counter attacking and bombing that characterised the rest of the battle.  The ANZACs had only improvised 'jam tin' bombs to counter the Turkish hand grenades.  Blocking positions or 'stops' were erected in the trenches and furious bomb fights erupted.  Attempts at going over the top of the trenches were savagely engaged with machine gun fire from opposing sides.  Death was around every corner and the intensity of the fighting unremitting.

Eventually, with the 2nd Brigade having been committed to the fight as well, the position was secured by the 10th of August in what was to become the only victory in a string of failures.  The battlefield looked like a slaughterhouse; the cost had been appalling.  The Australian casualties were over 2,200 killed or wounded and the Turks suffered over 6,000 casualties. 

Most ominously, the Ottomans, particularly Mustafa Kemal (Commander of all Turkish forces fighting in the Anafarta sector from Chunuk Bair to Suvla Bay), had realised that Lone Pine was not the main game and although fighting furiously to recover lost ground, they did not divert forces heading for the high ground.



	Military organisation of combat forces

	Organisation
	Strength
	Comprising
	Commanded by

	Army
	60,000 people or more
	2 corps or more
	General

	Corps
	30,000 people or more
	2 divisions or more
	Lieutenant General

	Division
	10,000 to 20,000 people
	3 brigades
	Major General

	Brigade
	2500 to 4000 people
	4 battalions
	Brigadier

	Battalion 
	550 to 1000 people
	4 companies
	Lieutenant Colonel

	Company
	100 to 225 people
	4 platoons
	Major or Captain

	Platoon
	30 to 60 people
	4 sections
	Lieutenant

	Section
	9 to 16 people
	–
	Sergeant or Corporal


Above table shows the Military organisation of combat forces of the AIF at the beginning of WWI.  Note - Towards the end of the war, some Australian battalions were so depleted of men through injury, illness and loss that they were lucky to have enough people for a full-strength company. Source: Anzac Portal Department of Veterans' Affairs.  

On the 14th of August 1915, William become sick with Orchitis and was evacuated from Gallipoli to the Forrest Hospital in Malta.  Orchitis is the inflammation of the testis and is usually unilateral.  Other diseases like mumps or epididymitis often accompany orchitis, isolated orchitis is rare.  Serious complications are uncommon; however, accurate diagnosis is crucial for efficient management.  William was moved to England on the 26th of August for further treatment.  He returned to Alexandra Egypt on the 15th of January 1916 and on the same day, he re-joined 9th Battalion at Tel el Kebir in Egypt.  The battalion formed part of Defence of the Suez Canal.  The beginning of 1915 saw the action of World War One extend to Egypt and Palestine.  The canal was the quickest route between Britain and countries around the Indian and western Pacific oceans.  Following an attack on 2nd of February 1915 by a Turkish expedition, an Indian force supported by Australian infantry successfully defended the canal.  The British subsequently allocated a large defence to protect the canal against future attacks.

William is promoted to Lance Corporal (L/Cpl) on the 23rd of March 1916.  On the 27th of March, the 9th Battalion joined the British Expeditionary Force in Alexandra and sailed for France.  The ship arrived at Marseilles on the 3rd of April and the men were transported to the Somme valley which formed part of the British sector of the Western Front.  On the 3rd of June 1916 thirteen High Explosive shells dropped into ‘A’ Company’s right flank with no damage reported but that could have caused the wounds to William (there is no mention in his service record of what caused his wounds).  He is transported to a field hospital for seven days.  
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Extract from the 9th Battalion Unit War Diaries for the 3rd of June 1916.
One of the tasks for the battalion was to raid the enemy’s trenches and take prisoners for the purpose of gathering information.  Equipment (machine guns, unknown weapons and communications), papers, maps etc. was also of value.  The battalion trained in conducting these raiding parties that consisted up to 148 men (medium sized company).  For further information on the raiding parties, read pages 11 to 16 of the 9th Battalion Unit War Dairy for June 1916.

On the morning of the 20th of July, as the German Army surveyed the scene of their victory at Fromelles, soldiers of the Australian 1st Division arrived to replace the British on the front line south of the village of Pozières.  Positioned atop a ridge about 64 kilometres south of Fromelles, Pozières was more or less in the middle of the British Sector of the Somme battlefield.  Less than a week earlier, the southern section of the German second line near Pozières had been taken during the Battle of Bazentin Ridge.  British command now saw the opportunity to complete the capture of this line in their sector by advancing northeast, through Pozières and beyond.  The British Fourth Army had attempted to take Pozières three weeks earlier, on the first day of the Somme Offensive.  They tried again on the 13th and 17th of July, still with no success and suffered heavy casualties.  The challenge now fell to the Australian 1st Division, which like the 5th Australian Infantry Division at Fromelles, was facing its first major battle on the Western Front.

Arriving at the British front line, a trench system that in places was no more than a series of ditches, the 1st Division soldiers were continually shelled by German artillery and gas bombardment while they prepared for their attack on the Germans.   During the evening and night of the 22nd of July, the eve of the attack, British and German artillery engaged in a fierce duel, a display of fire power that lit up the sky for miles around.  The Australian 1st Division began their attack half an hour past midnight on the 23rd of July, following a plan that required the 1st and 3rd Brigades to attack Pozières from the south, and advancing in three stages.  The British 48th Division attacked the German trenches to the west of the village.  At 12.30am, the Allied artillery lifted its fire, striking targets behind the German front line and the first two waves of the 1st and 3rd Brigades began their assault, rapidly capturing the Pozières Trench system south of the village.  Forty five minutes later, the Australians took their second objective, south of the Albert-Bapaume road.  However, to the east, the 3rd Brigade's advance faltered as the 9th and 10th Battalions met stiff resistance near the Old German Lines on their right.  

By 4am, the Australian front line stretched diagonally across the south of the village, with the 1st Battalion at the western end, edging toward the Albert-Bapaume road, and the 9th and 10th Battalions' experiencing intense resistance.  By 7am, shortly after sunrise, scouts had reported to 3rd Brigade commanders that German infantry was massing for a counter attack in the north of the village.  Allied artillery bombarded the area that inflicted heavy casualties on the Germans and dispersed the attack.  As the barrage lifted, German infantry were seen withdrawing.  The 2nd Battalion, on the west flank, crossed the Albert-Bapaume road and pushed north through the ruins of the village.  

Brigadier General Sinclair-Maclagan (Commander of the 3rd Infantry Brigade), ordered the battalions on the far right to renew the attack on the first line.  But sustained German fire from the vicinity of the heavily fortified Pozières Windmill continued to hinder this effort.  Several problems faced the 9th and 10th Battalions in their assault of the Old German Lines.  The area had been so pummelled by artillery fire that orientation was difficult and the two parallel German trench lines were not easily visible.  Beneath the trenches were deep dugouts, impervious to the Allied bombardment, and occupied by German troops ready to emerge and engage the Australians.  The Germans were also supported by concealed machine guns and by machine gun fire from the fortifications around the Pozières windmill.  This well-defended position also meant that German machine gun fire could continue targeting Australian soldiers attempting to secure the eastern side of Pozières.

By 10am, further west of the Old German Lines, Australian observers watched German troops withdrawing toward the cemetery at the northern edge of the village.  The 1st Brigade pursued them, capturing more and more of Pozières, engaging in vicious close quarters fighting and taking prisoners as they advanced through the ruined buildings.  By mid-afternoon, the Allied artillery had lifted its fire still further behind the German front lines as Australian troops secured the village.  Orders for the 24th of July were for the Australians to press their advantage by advancing further north beyond the village, toward Mouquet Farm, and east against the Old German Lines.  But this proved an impossible task.  The Germans occupied a formidable position at Mouquet Farm and the Australians had trouble repositioning their troops for this new assault, in a ruined landscape now devoid of landmarks and under heavy German artillery bombardment.  

German high command ordered a strong response to the loss of Pozières, the only significant gain by Allied forces on this part of the front.  As the Australians consolidated their gains the Germans opened a devastating artillery bombardment on Pozières.  Australia's Official Correspondent to the Australian Imperial Force and later Official Historian of the war, Charles Bean, later wrote, "The German bombardment was, at first, methodical rather than intense.  One battery for example, firing directly along a deep trench just dug by the Australians on the southern side of the [Albert-Bapaume] road, pounded it systematically with about four shells a minute, breaking its sides and burying men whose comrades constantly dug them out alive and dead.  By evening parts of that trench could not even be found by the relieving companies.  The southwest entrance to the village was most heavily and continuously pounded, and the main approach route there was so lined with dead that it came to be called Dead Man's Road."  

Emerging from the rubble of Pozières on the morning of the 27th to be relieved by the Australian 2nd Division, the survivors of the Australian 1st Division were described as being so dazed they appeared to be walking in a dream.  They had suffered more than 5,200 casualties in their first tour of Pozières.  The losses for the 9th battalion at Pozieres were 57 Killed in Action (KIA), 271 Wounded in Action (WIA) and 65 Missing in Action (MIA).

On the 1st of August 1916, L/Cpl Roberts is promoted to Temporary Corporal.

Following the consolidation of Pozières and the Windmill, General Gough (Commander of the British 5th Army) began to implement the next phase of his plan, which was to thrust north along the ridge to drive a wedge behind Thiepval about 2 kilometres North West of Pozières.  Hindering the right approach to Thiepval was a battered and broken complex, which before the war had consisted of a homestead, courtyard, and dairy; this was Mouquet Farm or as the Anzacs called it ‘Moo Cow Farm.’  The Germans had earlier identified the ground the farm sat on as tactically significant and in addition to fortifying it, had built a network of interconnecting rooms and bunkers beneath the farm.  

The 4th Brigade advanced along the western slope of the ridge on the 8th of August, after two days of fighting under the most appalling conditions; patrols were pushed out to establish posts in the valley to the south of the farm and at a sunken road to the east of it.  After almost a week of heavy fighting, the 4th Division’s determined but unsuccessful attempts to capture the Farm had cost them approximately 4,650 casualties; the 1st Division relieved them on the 15th of August.

The 1st Division, which had by then received reinforcements and was up to two thirds of its full strength, was tasked with consolidating the gains made by the 4th Division before conducting two further attacks.  The first was to be against the heavily defended enemy trench system known as the Fabeck Graben and the other against a new line of trench opposite the Windmill.  At 9 p.m. on the 18th of August, the 1st Division launched their attacks with the 2nd Brigade attempting to push northeast along Bapaume Road in order to extend their front past the Windmill and the 1st Brigade moving to capture the Fabeck Graben trench system in order to isolate the Germans in Mouquet Farm from their support at Courcellette.  Unfortunately, the Germans had by then reinforced their line and with the attacks progressing more slowly than anticipated, this plan soon began to go awry.  To increase the momentum and relieve the 1st Brigade, which had suffered too many casualties, the 3rd Brigade moved forward.  

[image: Image courtesy of the Australian War Memorial] Aftermath of the Battles of Pozieres and Mouquet Farm.  Source: Meleah Hampton, a military historian at the Australian War Memorial 


On the 21st of August, as the 3rd Brigade moved up to position itself for the attack on Fabeck Graben, it was shelled by the enemy’s heavy artillery.  It was decided that since the Germans could see everything across the panorama before them, the attack should be commenced when the Germans least expected it, during daylight.  With Zero set for 6 p.m., this was to be the first time on this battlefield that an Australian unit would conduct a daylight attack.  At 5 p.m, the Germans commenced to shell the 10th Battalion’s front and support lines heavily causing 120 casualties even before the attack was launched which meant the attack was launched in two waves instead of four, leaving two platoons of Support Coy in the firing line.  Of the eight officers involved in the attack, seven were killed or wounded within the first few minutes and the only remaining officer was wounded immediately upon reaching the final objective.  In the heat of battle with the ground and trenches so badly torn up some of the platoons actually passed over the enemy’s newly dug trench and continued to push forward until halted by their own barrage.

By 6.30 p.m., the left company had occupied their first objective as had part of the right company, but with the remainder held up by heavy machine gun fire the final objective was not taken.  The scheme for gaining surprise by conducting a daylight attack, while sound in theory proved otherwise in practice.  From the moment the first wave had left the trenches it came under heavy artillery, machine gun and rifle fire and when the bombers attempts to take an enemy sap running south were foiled, the left company could advance no further.  Another platoon from Support Company was sent forward and although it was able to advance a short distance soon found that due to a general thinning in the line through casualties there were huge gaps and were compelled to fall back.

Shortly after 8 p.m., the situation deteriorated when the left company completely lost touch and was enfiladed from both flanks; the survivors quickly withdrew to a new line of trench and dug in.  This new line, which was linked to the 11th Battalion on left of Sunken Road, was held from 9 p.m., 21st of August, until the 10th Battalion was relieved by the 21st Battalion during the night of the 22nd of August.
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Extract from the recommendations for honours and awards for Cpl William Roberts on the 21st Aug 1916.  His actions were Mentioned In Despatches (MID).
On the 30th of August 1916, T/Cpl Roberts was promoted to Temporary Sergeant in the position of ‘D’ Company Orderly Sergeant.   
After a terrifying week and a further 2,650 casualties, the 1st Division was relieved by the 2nd Division during the night of the 22nd of August.  2nd Division was relieved by the 4th Division after suffering the loss of almost 900 men.  On the 5th of September, the 4th Division after suffering more than 2400 casualties during this their second unsuccessful attempt to take Mouquet Farm were relieved by the Canadians.  The battle for Mouquet Farm finally was over on the 27th of September when the last of the German soldiers were captured. 

In September 1916 the battalion was moved to Belgium where they served in and out of the front lines near Ypres.  There, they were involved in training, trench repairs and maintenance as well as patrols and occasional raids.  In early October 1916 they returned to the Somme just in time to spend the bitterly cold winter of 1916-1917 in the trenches.  On the 13th of December, T/Sgt Roberts faced a charge of absent in place of active duty in a Field General Court Martial and was found guilty (recommended reading - refer to the court martial file).  William was reduced in rank and forfeited seven day’s pay.  It is assumed that due to Robert’s hands-on mechanical experience (being an engine driver by trade); the Commanding Officer (C.O.) of the 9th Battalion approved the transfer of Private Roberts to the Salvage Section.  Hence on the 24th of December 1916 William was transfers to 1st Anzac Salvage Section - 1st ADBD (Australian Divisional Base Depot) in France and he joined the 1st ADBD on the 10th of January 1917.  The Salvage Corps' role was to recover and repair equipment from the battlefield, thus reducing waste and saving valuable shipping space.  

On the 26th of January 1917, Private Roberts contracted influenza then Orchitis and was moved to Hospital in Havre then moved to the 4th Convalescent Depot in Etaples France.  William re-joined 1st ADBD at Etaples on the 19th of February but his medical condition did not go away and he was hospitalised at the 5th Convalescent Depot in Cayeux in France from the 3rd of March to the 9th of May 1917.  He re-joined the 1st ADBD at Etaples and soon after, the unit moved to Rouelles in France.  Private Roberts must have been a good leader and soldier, as he was promoted to Acting Corporal on the 10th of June then Acting Sergeant on the 3rd of July 1917.  For the second time in the unit, William is charged for a crime and this time (7th July) he was in the possession of another man’s pass whilst drunk.  He was reduced in rank for this crime.  On the 15th of July he transferred back to the 9th Battalion which was located near Bray in France.  It was not long before Private Roberts was promoted to Lance Corporal on the 24th of July.  It is assumed that the C.O. of the 9th Battalion was aware of the medical/mental state of William hence his leave in England request was approved from the 22nd of August to the 7th of September.  After a well-deserved rest, it was not long before the next battle. 

Menin Road, the first operation of the Third Battle of Ypres in which Australians took part, was fought on the 20th of September 1917.  In preparation for this attack, the 1st and 2nd Australian divisions took over a portion of the front-line east of the town, on the main ridge at Glencorse Wood and a spur just north of their so called Westhoek Ridge.  I Anzac Corps formed the left flank of the Second Army for this attack, while north of the Australians would be three divisions of the Fifth Army-thus making for an attack frontage of thirteen kilometres. Following an intense artillery barrage, the two Australian divisions advanced at 5.40 a.m., the first time two AIF formations had attacked side by side.  Moving in two bounds with a one-hour and a two-hour pause in between, they covered the 1,500 metres to their final objective and were able to secure this with minimal interference from the enemy, who were unable to deliver counter-attacks because of the British standing barrage.  Despite the effective cover this provided the infantry, the troops still had much hard fighting against pillboxes and other strong points.  Enemy artillery fire was also brought to bear, and at one stage the Australians were accidentally hit by their own guns.  While this battle proved the worth of step-by-step tactics, the two AIF divisions still sustained 5,013 casualties and the total British loss was between 20,000 - 27,000 men.  Casualties to the 9th Battalion were 39 KIA, 184 WIA and 20 MIA.  The Germans had suffered to about an equal extent, but whereas the attackers were elated the effect on the enemy was practically crushing.  William’s battalion suffered some casualties on the 21st of September during their relief process from the front line.  Soldiers, who were part of the working parties that remained in the front line for the relief process, joined the battalion on the 24th of September.
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'Battle of the Menin Road.  Scene on a road over newly captured ground, September 1917'
Source: National Army Museum


In William’s service record, it is listed that he was WIA (a Foreign Body in the nose) on the 27th of September 1917 but the Unit War Diary has the battalion re-organising and training since the 24th of September.  It is assumed that William was wounded during the relief process from the front line and the shrapnel wound became infected days after the wounding.  L/Cpl Roberts was treated at the 3rd Canadian Casualty Clearance Centre but was moved to the 1st Canadian General Hospital on the 30th of September than transferred to 16th Canadian General Hospital in Orpington, Kent in England.  The shrapnel wound to the nose healed but he developed hydrocele which turned into hernia on the groin.  A hydrocele is the accumulation of fluid around a testicle. The fluid is secreted from a residual piece of the inner abdominal wall lining called peritoneum. This layer of peritoneum around the testis is called tunica vaginalis.  By the 9th of October, William was located at Horton County London War Hospital Epsom and on the 16th of November he was moved to the No.3 Australian Auxiliary Hospital Dartford in England.  Before returning to France and the war, William takes leave without approval for eight days.  As a result of this crime, he is reduced in rank and forfeited nine days pay.  William re-joined his unit on the 19th of February 1918.  

The 9th battalion had remained in Flanders in the Messines sector of the front until early 1918.  The daily routine was strengthening the trenches, training and sports.  William’s battalion went to the front line on the 1st of March at Hollenbeke in Belgium and during this day, William was WIA, Gun Shot Wound (GSW) to the right thigh.  William was taken to the 2nd Australian Casualty Clearance Centre and then transferred to the 24th General Hospital in Etaples by the 3rd of March.  

Following the launch of the German spring offensive beginning on 21st March 1918, all five Australians divisions were despatched south to the Somme front.  In mid-April, however, the 9th Battalion along with other units of the 1st Australian Division were rushed back to northern France to help contain an enemy breakthrough aimed at the vital town of Hazebrouck.  Private Roberts re-joined his unit at the front line on the 25th of March 1918 where he came under artillery and gas attacks.  His unit was relieved of front line duties on the 3rd of April and started preparation and training for the next battle.  William’s battalion started to move out of the Hollenbeke area on the 4th of April.   

The battle of Hazebrouck, also described as the Battle of the Lys, occurred near Hazebrouck in the Lys river area of northern France.  Hazebrouck, a small town of 13,000 inhabitants, was critical to the Allies as the town’s railway was responsible for delivering half their daily food and munitions supplies.  On the 10th of April 1918 the Imperial German Army’s Operations had begun to open up cracks in the British line allowing the Germans to be within a day’s march of Hazebrouck.  Field Marshal Sir Douglas Haig (Commander of the British Armies) ordered all British and Commonwealth forces to hold their ground, and directed the 1st Australian Division to move by rail and cover Hazebrouck as a matter of urgency.  The situation was critical as the British were near the end of their reserves, while the French reserves were being conserved by General Ferdinand Foch who was soon to be the overall Supreme Allied Commander.  The German offensive however was cleverly conceived.  The Germans had identified that the Allied line was most weakly held by two Portuguese Divisions.  Once they attacked, the line crumbled and the Portuguese fled with minimal resistance.  It was at this point that Field Marshal Sir Douglas Haig issued what Australia’s official war correspondent, C.E.W Bean, described as his famous ‘Backs to the Wall’ appeal to British and Commonwealth troops on the 11th of April 1918.  William’s brigade became the Divisional Reserve for the Battle of Hazebrouck.

The first attack on the Australian positions (8th Battalion) at Hazebrouck occurred shortly after midnight on the 13th of April.  The attack resumed in force with an artillery barrage being directed onto the Australian positions early on the 14th of April, with the shelling becoming particularly focused from 6.30am onwards.  Not long after this barrage, heavy concentrations of German infantry started towards the Australian lines.  Corporal Turvey of Wagga Wagga noted the incredible sight before him, “We had scarcely got into position and were gazing out when we saw miles of infantry slowly but surely goose-stepping towards us.  Officers on grey horses were riding up and down the column”.  The Royal Field Artillery, who was supporting the Australian defence of Hazebrouck, soon directed fire on this area and scattered the German troops—though did not prevent other lines of German skirmishers advancing towards different points of the Australian line.  The Germans advanced in six waves and were so thickly concentrated that the diggers noted it was like firing into a ‘haystack’ and that you could not miss hitting the advancing infantry.

This first German effort ended at 10.30am and the Australians then set about the expulsion of parties of German troops that had managed to hold onto positions near the Australian line.  At 2.00pm the Germans resumed their assault on the Australian positions with four waves of troops.  Many of the Australian positions had purposely allowed the German attackers to get within 30 yards of their positions before meeting these attacks with intense concentrations of rifle and machine gun fire.  A digger noted the bravery of many of the German officers leading these charges.  One German officer was shot, fell down and got up again on three separate occasions to lead his men, before succumbing to a final volley of fire from the Australians.  The German attack did not breach the Australian lines, though had some success in attacking some of the outlying Australian positions.  

Later in the day of the 14th of April, the 133th Division of the French Army began to arrive in the sector as the first of the reinforcing units, while the 1st Australian Divisions artillery also arrived and went into positions between Hazebrouck and the Nieppe Forest.  Furious work was now taken on preparing defensive works with the 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company and a mix of other units including the 78th Chinese labour battalion.

On the 17th of April the apparent quiet of the 15th and 16th was replaced with a tremendous though largely inaccurate German barrage.  The Germans attacked in force at 10.00am and again at 5.30pm but failed, with estimates of over 700 Germans killed in front of the Australian positions during the day.  The British and French had also shattered German attacks in nearby Meteren.

This was the end of the major German effort to dislodge the Hazebrouck defenders.  The Australian 1st Division and their British allies had proved unshakable and too costly to the Germans.

The battalion strength on the 17th of April was 866 men.  The battle was over by the 29th of April which cost the battalion 97 casualties.  William was promoted to Temporary Corporal on the 1st of May 1918.  As daylight broke on the 12th May, it was observed there was a group of 15 to 20 enemy soldiers cut off from their battalion.  A Raiding party was sent out at dusk and captured those soldiers.  The next day, Battalion HQ received a message from the Divisional Commander congratulating the men for the good work done by the battalion on the 12th. 

During the month of June, William’s battalion rotated in and out of the front line.  While at the front, some advancement of the line was achieved.  Some American soldiers were attached to the battalion so that they could gain combat experience.  To this date the Americans had not conducted an attack on the enemy.  The 9th Battalion took over a section of the front line from the 5th Battalion on the 14th July.  The usual daylight reconnaissance, night time patrols with enemy shelling not as active as pre Hazebrouck.  Capturing of enemy prisoners to gather information was still a high priority.  Orders were received on the 18th to advance the front. 
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The shelling of No. 7 Platoon, B Company, 9th Battalion billets, in the reserve line, Hazebrouck.  Source Australian War Memorial (AWM E02088).
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Photo of Meteren, France. c. 1918. The battlefield on which the Australian, British and German Armies fought.  Source : Australian War Memorial
[image: ]
Extract from 3rd Infantry Brigade Unit War Diaries– order to support the attack on Meteren with possible advances on 19th of July 1918
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Extract from the 9th Battalion Unit War Diaries documenting the 19th of July 1918 operation.
[image: ]
[image: ]
Extracts from 9th Battalion Unit War Diaries – narrative on the operation on the 19th of July 1918

This successful operation resulted in 9 KIA and 39 WIA for the 9th Battalion, Corporal William Roberts being one of the Killed In Action.  His body is buried at Borre British Cemetery, Hazebrouck France (plot # II.D.20) in France.
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Borre British Cemetery, Hazebrouck, Nord Pas de Calais, France.  Borre is a village 3 kilometres east of Hazebrouck on the D642. Source; Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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The plan of Borre British Cemetery, Hazebrouck, Nord Pas de Calais, France.  





For the First World War, circulars were forms sent to next of kin seeking details regarding the deceased.  They formed the basis of the card indexes from which the original Australian War Memorial Roll of Honour was compiled.  Cpl Roberts circular was completed by his wife, Ethel Rose Roberts (see below).

[image: ]

Cpl William Roberts’ name is listed on the Australian War Memorial’s Roll of Honour in the centre of the memorial.  The location of Cpl Roberts name on the Roll of Honour is shown below:
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: roll-location]William Horace Floyd Roberts's name is located at panel 57 in the Commemorative Area at the Australian War Memorial (as indicated by the poppy on the plan).


Corporal William Horace Roberts’ World War I medal entitlements:  1914-15 Star, British War Medal and Victory Medal with MID clasp.  
[image: C:\Users\User\Documents\AWM\Roberts William Horace 1634\WWI medals with MID on Victory medal.jpeg]To note:
Most awards to Australians during World War I were for British medals, as Australia did not have its own medals for war service at that time.  Australian soldiers were entitled to three British WWI campaign medals; the 1914-15 Star, British War Medal and Victory Medal.  The 1914-15 Star was awarded to all who served in any theatre of war against Germany between 5th August 1914 and 31st December 1915.  


[bookmark: 4th_Machine_Gun_Squadron]Unit Colour Patch of the 9th Infantry Battalion.
[image: C:\Users\User\Documents\AWM\Roberts William Horace 1634\9th Bn colour patch.jpeg]
What is the purpose of the Colour Patches:
In late 1914, an AIF Order provided small flags measuring nine inches square (23 cm), to be used to mark headquarters and unit lines.  These different coloured flags, with some minor changes, were to become the basis of the 1st Division's colour patches.
The Australian army's system of colour patches arose from the need to solve an immediate problem.  When the first Australian Imperial Force (AIF) set off for the Middle East in 1914, the only badge it wore was on headgear and jacket collars: the Australian "Rising Sun" emblem, inscribed with the words "Australian Commonwealth Military Forces" (ACMF).  Nothing distinguished one regiment from another.  Divisional Order No. 81(A) Administration was issued at Mena, Egypt, on the 8th March 1915 to overcome the problem:
In order to better distinguish the several units of the Division, coloured patches of cloth 1 inch wide by 2 inches long will be worn on the sleeves one inch below the shoulder seam.  Except in cases of Headquarters of Brigades and the Divisional Artillery, the Engineers and Army Medical Corps, badges will consist of two colours, the lower indicating the formation, the upper the unit etc.  Light Horse [4th Light Horse] and Artillery badges will be divided diagonally, the others horizontally.  The shape of the colour patch indicated the level of the formation to which a unit belonged.  The combinations of particular colours or particular arrangements of colour combinations indicated the function of a unit. 

[image: ]
Above is the Next of Kin Memorial Plaque, a bronze plaque approximately 11 cm or 4½ inches diameter with the name of someone who died serving with the British and Empire forces in the First World War. This was issued to the Next of Kin of the casualty along with the scroll.

A summary of Corporal William Robert’s movements during World War I is below:
15th of January 1915 – Enlisted in the AIF
13th of February 1915 – Embarked on HMAT (His Majesty’s Australian Transport) Seang Choon A49
5th of May 1915 - Joined 9th Battalion AIF at Gallipoli 
14th of August 1915 – sick – Orchitis - moved to Malta Forrest Hospital – 26/8/15 moved to England – 15/1/16 disembarked at Alexandra Egypt 
15th of January 1916 re-joined 9th Battalion at Tel el Kebir in Egypt 
27th of March 1916 - 9th Battalion joins British Expeditionary Force in Alexandra and sailed for France
3rd of April 1916 – Arrived in Marseilles France
3rd of June 1916 - wounded - to hospital 
10th of June 1916 - re-joined 9th Battalion 
24th of December 1916 – Transfers to 1st Anzac Salvage Section - 1st ADBD (Australian Divisional Base Depot) in France.  
10th of January 1917 – joined the 1st ADBD
26th of January 1917 – moved to Hospital, influenza then Orchitis - hospitalised in Havre & Etaples 4th Convalescent Depot
19th of February 1917 – re-joined 1st ADBD at Etaples in France
3rd of March 1917 – sick - hospitalised at 5th Convalescent Depot in Cayeux in France
9th of May 1917 - re-joined 1st ADBD at Etaples then Rouelles in France
15th of July 1917 – Transferred back to 9th Battalion in France near Bray
22nd of August 1917 – Leave in France
7th of September 1917 - re-joined the 9th Battalion 
27th of September 1917 – Wounded In Action (WIA) shrapnel Wound (SW), a foreign Body in the nose. Also developed hydrocele which turned into hernia on the groin - Hospitalised at Horton County London War Hospital Epsom and No.3 Australian Auxiliary Hospital Dartford in England
19th of February 1918 - re-joined 9th Battalion
1st of March 1918 – WIA Gun Shot Wound (GSW) to right thigh
25th of March 1918 - re-joined 9th Battalion 
19th of July 1918 – Killed In Action (KIA) Buried at Borre British Cemetery, Hazebrouck France (plot # II.D.20) in France

Bibliography 
1.	Corporal William Roberts’ WWI Service Record from the National Archives of Australia.
2.	9th Australian Infantry Battalion’s Unit War Diaries from the Australian War Memorial.
3.	Battle of Lone Pine from Virtual War Memorial website - https://vwma.org.au/explore/campaigns/3
4.	AIF Units history, photographs and other information from the Australian War Memorial website - https://www.awm.gov.au/
5.	Digger History website - http://www.diggerhistory.info.
6.	3rd Australian Infantry Brigade’s Unit War Dairies from the Australian War Memorial.
7.	Anzac Portal Department of Veterans' Affairs at https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/
8.	Battle of Pozieres  https://www.abc.net.au/ww1-anzac/fromelles-pozieres/story-of-the-days/
9.	9th Battalion Pozieres causalities, 9th Battalion Association at http://www.9bnassoc.org/9th_battalions/9rqr/9th_bn_history/
10.	Battle of Mouquet Farm at https://vwma.org.au/explore/campaigns/103
11.	Battle of Menin Road at - http://alh-research.tripod.com/Light_Horse/index.blog/1886160/menin-road-belgium-september-20-1917/
12.	Structure of Australia's forces in World War I - https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/wars-and-missions/ww1/military-organisation/structure-of-forces
13.	British Campaign Medals of WW1 - http://www.greatwar.co.uk/medals/ww1-campaign-medals.htm#star191415
14.	Hydrocele information from the Western Australia Urology at https://waurology.com.au/hydrocele-treatment
15.	Battle of Hazebrouck from the Sir John Monash Centre Villers Bretonneux, France
16.	Photo of Menin Road from the National Army Museum, Study Collection at https://collection.nam.ac.uk/detail.php?acc=1999-11-70-21
17.	William Roberts’ headstone from Billiongraves at https://billiongraves.com/grave/W-H-F-Roberts/17858248

4th Australian Infantry Division


1st Australian Infantry Division


I ANZAC Corps 


1st  Australian Infantry Brigade


2nd Australian Infantry Brigade


3rd Australian Infantry Brigade


9th Australian Infantry Battalion


12th Australian Infantry Battalion


11th Australian Infantry Battalion


10th Australian Infantry Battalion


2nd Australian Infantry Division
























Page 16 of 19

image1.jpeg
AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL 'H02243




image2.png
Tiwin 22 M /7] 714’7[4—(» A b S, ooppes e By [l ate

lericers,

0700 ./w Aerernyge l/a,l;om.yl\/ 7/.;14//.4» /lu’rnuf‘_q,'
Bl b CERIRN P L CTSRN L SRR o el . RSN o o gl




image3.jpeg




image4.png
by B, @ e D

_‘dﬁ/pw Do fo ® @wh» rf_ 4 a‘

Kot

hoe.

Qeterw ?lw el Covecnended

satode,

Wi

1634

cp.

willtem Raberts

On the glot August at POZIERES,FREBICE,
Quring. the very heavy bombardment of

oux trenchss by ng enany, this !'.C.Oo
ghowed gress. oy in mrun

“‘,;*::%ws,“.mm{
and -he in

man iha *n. oY
nue-anM rewarded. F

o5,
Q.





image5.jpeg




image6.jpeg




image7.jpeg
AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL 'H03456




image8.png
BEBECRET,
R

D AOORALINL NNTRY SRI0NOE,
Bat
2E
ard, Fleld Coye
€
o s Dhga

. oo mmumumwu
agatnot b 7,66 8,n, tonorron 10th,
8, e objostive 1o approxinately the 14ne
Ke21uAs0sds = XeE24D40s0s = Xo184548460

B Aoﬂ%ﬂa‘.la:r_h:ﬁg.winm

Smolko 45 boing useds
4. Lino Dattollons will Mmi\h\hcmmn
rmmu&w-mh

All renks and Lowis Ou ners w11 bo warned 0
be on the lockwout for tergete within renge,

% 5—.&4\:&%‘\,
T LTI T TN





image9.png
19/7/1918+An operation was carried out by this Battalipn at 8 a«me this morning in accordance with

| Battalion order attacheds. The whole opeération was & great success, the men being im great

| spirits and giving the eneny a warm times The ®pincher® form of attack was excellently
carried ouf on seyeral occasionss Enemy machine gunners in many instances put up a stubborn

| £1ghty but-gariisots ofposts not provided with machine guns in mest ceses surrendered




image10.png
wdi ies and Intel ice or e
ﬁ;&ﬁlf@h””‘ i . INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY. w
Sl

(Erase heading not vequired)

Hour Sunuary of Events and Information g

4191” without nfflrhu Tesistance. Narrative of the operation is ‘Mhllo ‘Dispositions after
are as
p® Company =~ 1line righte
1 < . line lefte
Close aupprtn(yvnndm outpost line)

Date
19/

A Support!

put down a heavy artillery barrag® on our rhn:u front and worr: r our new outpost lLine

pmhﬂnny both day and nighte Our cesualties during the day were killed. 39 woundeds
Tioute WeS.. UACTAGGART sprained ankle. Lieut. J.Pe !W{_‘-ud

rained anklee Lieute J.Pe o N 1 T Y TR Py





image11.png
! : ’: S AvsTIALIAN ppavmiy s BTN DX &
poi s Hekreiive = Operation of A9the Julve A98e

ey The Bnb::.l;an 'ng'ruml. % be prevared to oeoupy a line
2De7 507 5n 2256 e8ale and the sttick to be goyerned
of the abteck on UEIEREN. - el

3 seme Wm *D* Gompeny in outpnet line Right in Jumping
O£ Poste; 150 yords wes sivancel during tas nighte G5 Company oceupia
Qubpost 1ine Left, *A* Company in old trenches % Xe20eae3eOu nod Soe

s Company in Resorve at Support Tines

~  Za% gele The attack on UETEREN comnencese

sA» Oompany move forwerd, ono plstoon as patrol to clear ground
arownd Lt WATONy and one platoor to mop wp howses ot LE WATON.

%ln Platoons of 0% Coupany wove forward from their posts at.
"

Be2e5e and Xe26eaele?s 0 CORBOLIdato at Xe26ebedede and
Ze20uiie300950

i Ratrodo hung up ot 1eft of LI VATON. 0" Soupeny platoon ciseer up
5 uaehdne Guns and seversl prisonar

8225 gaue Thizd glatoon of PAY Compeny nove Zorward forwerd to assish .in
t%ack on @R Pombe Ke26edel.Ce %0 Xe26eceZals .

£o30 8atis Tho ettuck comamoes nn eneny postee 3rde platocn of KW Gompany
| UOVE L£rom post Xe26eae2e3s tn AELEBLLGh post b KeZ6edaOele
+f Enemy macnine gua fire very heavy frow GEREIDOEN PARKe
Ap attack progresses, the zarrison at edvuncsd posts (*D%) Coye)
= assint with rifie grencde fire and then mova forward to et blish poots
OB 1148 Xe2640e35025 n Xe25edeGele

OERMEDOGS JARY olearsl, and many nachiné guns and 2 neavy Ninen
Worfors found eupiaced behind hedge at FeZeseleYe & 1le

I 2030, Gelie Basny ervillery fire nsavy oo Xe2seds

t s%um futatliahed as gnews on eketch herewibhe aid touch geined with
13%he Bettelion by Laoir coustruction of poet &t Pelebe50eYSe

A troublesons oneny nachine gun was oapturel &t FelebedSe?Se
\ 2-Relie Laft Poat advanodd to Ze26e0el 507 50

1 Jo artiliery or Trench ertar fire was employel by ue during the

i operations

Enany machine guns were very active ani nen retirel on bo machine
&ung and wien pams fell inte sur hanle, either ran or surrendersle
| V& captured 9§ woundel end unwouwnami prisoners, 16 Lignt and Hoavy
£ machine 5 anl 2 heavy Minenwer?orse

Yhn‘i\?crv about ww‘mmy killed, ol our total casualties were
25 211 tolde

208he 3107e 1908




image12.png




image13.jpeg




image14.jpeg




image15.png




image16.gif
i nereRy Bounoany l
\/L/U\ ________‘_. .C:._._VB_O._ )

— e e e
EnTrRANCE

7O Go s
. SEC
TTT—==_8ors TO BORRE 170 YDS,
HAZEBROUCK 2 MILES,

e

GROUND PLAN OF BORRE BRITISH CEMETERY.





image17.png
Pariuars Renired for the Bl f v o mu,?/,. tho Mepaors





image18.gif




image19.jpeg




image20.jpeg




image21.png




image22.gif




image23.jpeg




